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Christian and Muslim Dialogues examines the history of interreligious discourse between Christians

and Muslims in the Middle East from the pre-Islamic period until the eve of the Crusades. Linked by

a common geography and claim to the true religion, Eastern Christians and Muslims composed

texts in the form of dialogues in light of their encounters with one another. This book surveys the

development of the literary genre and how dialogues came to determine the patterns of

conversation. Each chapter highlights a thematic feature of the literary form, demonstrating that

Christian and Muslim authors did not part ways in the first century of Islamic rule, but rather

continued a dialogue commending God's faithful believers. This book will help readers to better

understand historical approaches to Christian-Muslim encounters, the conditions for dialogue, the

literary form and its content, and several significant dialogues of the period. It reveals how dialogues

were used for Christological debate, divine exegesis, conquest and conversion, competing

historiographies, theological education and dialectic, hagiography, and scriptural reinterpretation.

Using dialogue literature as a guide, the book argues that Christians and Muslims integrated into the

dominant Islamic culture in a symbiotic fashion by articulating an explicit identity while

simultaneously incorporating the realities of religious pluralism into their communities.
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Dialogue today is accepted and promoted at nearly every level among religious peoples in the

West. The book is meant to offer a historical context to religious dialogue between Christians and



Muslims, and how there are some surprising similarities, as well as differences, between medieval

and contemporary dialogue. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

Christian and Muslim DialoguesÂ examines the history of interreligious discourse between

Christians and Muslims in the Middle East from the pre-Islamic period until the eve of the Crusades.

Linked by a common geography and claim to the true religion, Eastern Christians and Muslims

composed texts in the form of dialogues in light of their encounters with one another. This book

surveys the development of the literary genre and how dialogues came to determine the patterns of

conversation. Each chapter highlights a thematic feature of the literary form, demonstrating that

Christian and Muslim authors did not part ways in the first century of Islamic rule, but rather

continued a dialogue commending God's faithful believers.This book will help readers to better

understand historical approaches to Christian-Muslim encounters, the conditions for dialogue, the

literary form and its content, and several significant dialogues of the period. It reveals how dialogues

were used for Christological debate, divine exegesis, conquest and conversion, competing

historiographies, theological education and dialectic, hagiography, and scriptural reinterpretation.

Using dialogue literature as a guide, the book argues that Christians and Muslims integrated into the

dominant Islamic culture in a symbiotic fashion by articulating an explicit identity while

simultaneously incorporating the realities of religious pluralism into their communities.
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